Mr. Cave has put a note on this letter, ' Answered Dec. 2.' But whether any thing was done in consequence of it we arc not informed.
Johnson had, from his early youth, been sensible to the influence of female charms. When at Stourbridge school, he was much enamoured of Olivia Lloyd, a young quaker, to whom he wrote a copy of verses, which I have not been able to recover; but with what facility and elegance he could .warble the amorous lay, will appear from the following lines which he wrote for his friend Mr. Edmund Hector.
VERSES to a LADY, an receiving from her a SPRIG of MYRTLE.
'WHAT hopes, what terrours does thy gift create, Ambiguous emblem of uncertain fate : The myrtle, ensign of supreme command, Consign'd by Venus to Melissa's hand ; Not less capricious than a reigning fair, Now grants, and now rejects a lover's prayer. In myrtle shades oft sings the happy swain, In myrtle shades despairing ghosts complain ; The myrtle crowns the happy lovers' heads, The unhappy lovers' grave the myrtle spreads: 0 then the meaning of thy gift impart, And ease the throbbings of an anxious heart! Soon must this bough, as you shall fix his doom, Adorn Philander's head, or grace his tomb V
poems, and proposed prizes for the best performers. The first prize was fifty pounds, for which, beingbut newly acquainted with wealth, and thinking the influenceof fifty pounds extremely great, he expected the first authors of the kingdom to appear as competitors ; and offered the allotment of the prize to the universities. But when the time came, no name was
seen among the writers that had ever been seen before; the universities and several private men rejected the province of assigning the prize.1' Johnson's Works, vi. 432.
1 I suspect that Johnson wrote 'the Castle Inn, Birmingham.'
" Mrs. Piozzi gives the following account of this little composition from Dr. Johnson's own relation to her, on
His
• r Sir John Kloycr's Trc-atine on Cold liaths. Cte>il>Alttg. I7.VI, p. i')?. BOSWKU.. This letter shows how uncommon a tiling a cold balh was. Floyer, after recominendiii^ * a general method of lilcodint,' and purging1 hoforc the. paliont uses cold bathing, contimies, «I have commonly cured tho rickets by dipping children of a year old ii\ the Imih every inorning ; and U)!H •wonderful effect hits encouraged me
